
















































































HOUSING AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

November 16,2005

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, thank you. Mr. Pontanilla brought up the subject that
I was going to bring up regarding this senior housing and sprinkling, sprinkler system.
No, that’s fine. That’s great. I think we are concerned as a group because if you recall in
the last budget we allotted some monies for the senior housing project in Kihei to be
entirely sprinkled not just the two story buildings or whatever. And I think that, you
know, even though the Code doesn’t say that it’s a must, I think that we as a County
should be looking at a policy that for senior housing that it has fire sprinklers as a
requirement. The Fire Department can’t require it because it’s not in the Code. All they
can do is recommend. And I think that we have seen enough demonstrations whereby we
know the value of getting a sprinkler system in there and that it saves lives and saves
property. So I would hope that we will be of the mind that if, in the very least, if Ms. Lee
and with the architects help can get a figure for what that would cost to put the sprinkler
systems in that we actually do look at it during our budget time to be able to put that in
because I think it’s well worth the investment that we might have to make. And in order
to augment the funds that Ms. Lee will need in order to complete the senior housing
project, we should just automatically include what it would cost to sprinkle the entire
property. And that means that building too — the community center. All of it. And if
we’re . . . you know I just don’t think we have a choice in this. I think it’s something that
we have to do as a more or less as an obligation to provide as much as we can for the
safety and security of everyone much less our elders. So I would ask that we keep that in
the back of our minds as this project goes forward through the budget. Thank you.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Ms. Tavares. Go ahead, Captain.

MR. MARTIN: Councilmember Tavares, I really appreciate your comments and that’s very
refreshing for the Fire Department to hear that. And you are correct, legally we cannot
require, if it’s not stated in the Code. Just a side thought. Although we are trying to
adopt the 1997 edition of the Uniform Fire Code and we’re still actively pursuing and we
will be meeting again soon so, thank you very much, for your support on that. As the
State, the State Fire Council and the Prevention Committees throughout the State have
been meeting for the last year on what code we’re going to adopt after that, the 2006
edition of one of the codes that’s already been . . . it’s getting ready to be published,
requires that all residential, new facilities that are built, including single-family homes, be
required to be sprinklered. So that is a big wakeup call to everyone out there, including
contractors, homeowners and in this particular case, it would be required to be
sprinklered. So we are looking at that. We appreciate your support and hopefully this
wouldn’t be an issue in a few years.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you.

CHAIR MATEOQ: Thank you. Any additional questions? Captain Martin, thank you very much.
Ms. Lee.

MS. LEE: Mr. Buck.
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MR. BUCK: John Buck, Deputy Director of the Parks Department. We have no additional
comments at this time.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. Members, any questions for the Parks Department? Hearing
none. Mr. Buck, could you comment . . . I guess you were here early enough and you
heard Member Tavares’ concern regarding walkways for the senior citizens and because
there is no immediate park area around this particular project. Your thoughts on . . . it’s
not a one or the other, a park development or walkways. Just your input on
considerations for natural or done walkways in lieu of say park developments or your
considerations in providing this kind of recreational activities.

MR. BUCK: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I heard what Councilmember Tavares said earlier, yeah, and
there is a need, there probably is a need for maybe to look at the possibility of some sort
of walkway around the area. We do know that in various communities now for some
reason senior citizens don’t like to sleep at night. They like to go walking and trying to
provide them a safe place to walk. There is the Kahului swimming pool right next door
where it is accessible for the handicap and we do have some excellent staff over there that
are providing programs. So, in lieu of it there is no walkways. There is a possibility that
gives them excellent aerobics and exercise, and we are right now working on the heat
problems at the pool. By the time this project comes up, they should be able to have that
opportunity.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Buck. Members, any additional questions? Thank you for
joining us, Mr. Buck. Ms. Lee.

MS. LEE: Thank you, John. Next we have a representative, Officer Pellazar from the Police
Department.

MR. PELLAZAR: Good morning, Mr. Chair. Good morning, Council.
CHAIR MATEO: Good morning.

MR. PELLAZAR: Sergeant Mitchell Pellazar from the Maui Police Department. At this time,
the only concern that we would have with the project I think it was already addressed by
Councilmember Johnson regarding the traffic on Puunene as far as the egress/ ingress.
And I believe from what Mr. Yoshimori was saying they are working with the State as far
as I guess mitigative measures as far as determining if right turn pockets or left turn
pocket is going to be needed at that point. The only other concern that we had would be
the egress/ingress point on Kaulawahine Street. We would I guess suggest, and I don’t
know if it was mentioned earlier or in the draft that I may have missed that would suggest
having a paved sidewalk on Kaulawahine Street bordering the property, as well as I guess
implementing an ordinance that there will be no parking on street along Kaulawahine
Street in the area of the project. This would be mainly for, I guess, safety of the residents
that might be walking to and from either Christ the King Church or to the Kahului
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Shopping Center as well as the residents that are still able to drive giving them a better
sight distance along Kaulawahine as they either enter or exit the property.

CHAIR MATEQ: Thank you. Members? Mr. Pontanilla followed by Mr. Molina.

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Officer Pellazar, when you mentioned the sidewalk
that would be from Wakea Avenue to Papa Avenue, uh, Wakea to, I’'m sorry, Kam
Avenue?

MR. PELLAZAR: Yes, right in that stretch. And mainly not so much on both side of the street
but if anything mainly on the, I guess, the project side of the street.

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Excellent.
CHAIR MATEO: Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Good morning,
Sergeant Pellazar and thank you for bringing up the subject pedestrians. I guess where
the project is situated across the street you have a well-known fast food restaurant, and I
know that seniors like to congregate over there, and I can kind of just foresee you’re
going to have a few seniors within that project that may want to cross that street a lot to
get their morning coffee and what not. So you’d be recommending maybe I guess with
the crosswalks that are there, how’s the striping and signage? Is it sufficient, safe to warn
drivers that you know you may have a few more pedestrians crossing the road than
normal?

MR. PELLAZAR: To tell you the truth, I haven’t really I guess really examined the signage
more closely right in that project area. However, if 1 guess you’re referring to the
McDonald’s restaurant --

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Right.

MR. PELLAZAR: --across the street, I would hope that the residents would use the crosswalks
versus trying to cross from the project site directly across. But I know I guess in the past
that, you know, they always . . . people more tending to want to take the shortest route. I
guess that would be something that the housing project people can, I guess, bring up with
the residents as far as, you know, encouraging them to use the crosswalks more.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: You know nowadays they have these crosswalks where |
guess it can be activated by the pedestrian where it starts to light up. Do you think that
would help because of the heavy volume of traffic you have on Puunene Avenue? Is that
something that the Police would . . .
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MR. PELLAZAR: 1 don’t have any kind of information as far as if that’s any more effective
versus just a regular signage that’s available right now. I don’t have any kind of
information if that’s going to be more beneficial or not.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah. I bring that up because if I recall there’s a crosswalk
like that in Kihei . . . some place in Kihei. I don’t know if it’s still currently in use in
terms of activating those lights. But Mr. Chair, just for me I just know seniors because of
the location of the project probability of seniors crossing that road may increase. So with
the crosswalk you know just anything that we can do to alert the drivers that you may see
a few more pedestrians crossing the road than normal. Thank you.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. Sergeant Pellazar, thank you very much.
MR. PELLAZAR: Thank you.

CHAIR MATEOQO: Ms. Lee.

MS. LEE: Our final department person is Director Milton Arakawa.

MR. ARAKAWA: Mr. Chair, I have no further comments, but I would certainly be willing to
answer any questions the Committee may have.

CHAIR MATEQ: Thank you, Mr. Arakawa. Members, any questions for Public Works. Ms.
Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: 1 don’t know, Milton, if you’ve taken a look at this but
within the letters there was a comment, and I know that you may not have spoken to
them, but it’s about an archaeological inventory with regard to the State Historic
Preservation Division. Now, because you’ll be issuing grading permits, will you be
looking at the mitigation plan prior to issuance of any grading permits?

MR. ARAKAWA: Councilmember Johnson, generally no. Our staff doesn’t review the
mitigation plan per se, but as part of the building permit application or any grading permit
application, that is reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Division so the applicant
would have to work directly with them to see if whatever they are proposing would be
adequate for their purposes.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. So there is an additional protection within that permit
process?

MR. ARAKAWA: That’s correct.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, thank you very much.

CHAIR MATEOQO: Mr. Molina.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Chairman. Good morning, Mr. Arakawa. In
terms of refuse service, I don’t know if Director Lee wants to add her input as well, I
presume this will be County refuse service going through this project?

MS. LEE: I don’t know, Council member. Right now at our current Housing office site in
Kahului we hire a private refuse collector.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.

MR. ARAKAWA: If I may add. Generally, we provide services to single-family residential
areas.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.

MR. ARAKAWA: And in this particular case, you know, if it’s a townhouse type of
development of multi-family and office, we would normally not provide that service. It
would be contracted out by a private company.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. I just brought it up because I was curious
because Central Maui you have the automated refuse service and if within the project the
roadways were sufficient to, you know, accommodate the County refuse trucks. Okay,
thank you.

CHAIR MATEQ: Thank you, Mr. Molina. Members, any additional questions?
VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Ihave one.

CHAIR MATEOQ: Mr. Pontanilla, go ahead.

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Good morning.

MR. ARAKAWA: Good morning.

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: You heard . . . (CHANGE TAPE) . . . issues on regards to
Kaulawahine. By any chance, does Public Works have any projects for that one
particular street to place in sidewalks?

MR. ARAKAWA: Councilmember Pontanilla, the comments that we had on this particular
project pertain to putting in half of the frontage improvements along Kaulawahine Street,
along property directly affected by the project itself. The State would have to put in your
normal curbs, gutters and sidewalks along their frontage. But we have no other long-term
projects to do any other improvements along Kaulawahine itself. If that is something
that, you know, the Council or the County as a whole would like to consider it would
have to be done as part of a CIP Project separately.
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VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR MATEOQO: Thank you. Last call, Ms. Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Milton, I was just going through and even though this is on
the archaeological section I noted in the comments where it shows a fair amount of
groundwater seepage, you know, into their sample trenches. From your perspective, at
least as far as drainage and the proposed drainage structures, if there is ground water
seepage, and these trenches don’t look too fairly deep, how are those actually going to
operate?

MR. ARAKAWA: Basically the procedure is that the applicant does a drainage report, which is
reviewed by our Department. My understanding is that they’ll installing perforated drain
pipes under the parking lot, and the calculations that they have come up with would . . .
must result in a no net increase in runoff as a result of the project itself. Where exactly
they placed those drain pipes I think is subject to review. And obviously, we’d want to
make sure that whatever they propose would work in the sense that there would be no net
increase in runoff. So, that would be resolved, I think, in the final project review details.
But as far as the preliminary drainage report that we’ve reviewed, it looks fine to us.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, thank you very.
CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. Mr. Arakawa, thank you very much. Ms. Lee.
MS. LEE: Ibelieve that covers all of the Departments.

CHAIR MATEO: Okay, thank you very much. Members, any additional comments at this
particular point? No. I guess for--

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Your recommendation.

CHAIR MATEO: The Chair would just need to ask the Committee your wish whether or not we
need another meeting to continue the discussion on this particular 201G application? Ms.
Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, Mr. Chair, I don’t feel we need another meeting for
this. We’ve heard about this project before. We reviewed it during the Change in Zoning
and Community Plan Amendment sessions, and we will be hearing more about it as
budget requests will probably come in for both phases of the project. So, Mr. Chair, I am
ready to receive your recommendation. Thank you.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. Members, any additional comments?

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: No, I'll just await your recommendation, Chair.
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CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Member Pontanilla. Members, the Chair would recommend that
the Housing and Human Services Committee be discharged from consideration of both
resolutions, and that the proposed resolutions approving the Central Maui Senior Housing
Project pursuant to Section 201G-118 Hawaii Revised Statutes, and the proposed
resolution disapproving the Central Maui Senior Housing Project pursuant to Section
201G Hawaii Revised Statutes both move on to the full Council.

VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: So move.
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Second.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. It’s been moved and seconded. All those in favor signify by
saying aye?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Aye--oh.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Discussion.

CHAIR MATEO: I'm sorry. I got all excited. We were just moving along at a pace here. The
Chair did not ask for discussion. Member Johnson, go right ahead.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: My only . . . I guess this is a point of curiosity more than
anything because I know we usually send on these resolutions with both but when you
support a project, you know, and let’s say it’s supported in Committee, what is the hazard
if you send forward both recommendations but the Committee makes a recommendation?
Coming out of Committee that yes the Committee says we approve this, or we don’t think
it should be approved, you know, because that’s kind of where I see the Committee work
having some validity is like, well, we reviewed it and we think, as the Committee, it
should go forward. I mean, where does this kind of comment come in or is it just not
appropriate for any 201G application?

CHAIR MATEQ: Thank you, Member Johnson. And I’'m going to have staff, Mr. Taguchi, to
please respond.

MR. TAGUCHI: Thank you, Chair Mateo. Basically, should the Committee not be able to
arrive at a recommendation, you can discharge the item back to the full Council where a
decision would be made. In terms of whether or not it jeopardizes a project, one way or
the other, I don’t believe it does. The final decision will always be made at the full
Council level.

CHAIR MATEO: Yeah, I think in addition, Member Johnson, I think one of our biggest
problems is that this very important Committee is made up only of five members. And
oftentimes projects like this is really deserving going to the full body. And I appreciate
the question because you’re right, you know, the hours we’ve spent dealing with it you
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know when we send both it’s like what did we do throughout our own committee
meeting. So I appreciate it. I appreciate your questions.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: The only reason is because we are a five-member committee
which constitutes a majority of the Council so many times, you know, there’s a lot of
anxiety produced at, you know, this level. So if you’ve got five members that agree here
that, yes, it should receive approval, you know, I say just give it. Don’t, you know,
weasel around and say, oh, we don’t know because I just think take a stand, go for it, and
if there’s an amendment that I could propose, you know, I don’t know if that’s
appropriate because of the measure that’s on the floor. But I mean, [ would respectfully
ask for the Committee at this point just take a stand.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. The Chair would be more than willing, you know, that was just
the Chair’s recommendation based on processes. So the Chair would be more than
willing to entertain, you know, should the wish of the Committee be exactly as Member
Johnson is recommending. And at this particular point, we do not have five members
present with us. We have four members with us.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Oh, right. Oh, I see.

CHAIR MATEQ: Mr. Hokama, who is the fifth Committee Member, is not with us this
morning.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Sorry about that. I was counting Mr. Molina instead of Mr.
Hokama. Excuse me, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR MATEOQO: Thank you. Member Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, Mr. Mateo, thank you. And I appreciate the
comments from Ms. Johnson about this. But this has been our policy, as a body, to send
both resolutions because if for some reason something comes up and we’ve approved this
and then at full Council it’s disapproved, in effect, the project is going to be approved
because by the time it goes back to Committee it will pass the deadline. So I believe that
it’s a safeguard for the just in case something happens, and also it becomes encumbent
upon us Committee Members to, you know, speak up early when the topic comes up for
discussion in the full Council so that the other Members are aware that we, whoever were
present at the meeting, you know, really supported the project and then you know if all of
us are supporting it then I think Members who might be maybe inclined to say, okay, the
Committee reviewed it, you know, we can certainly do this and then they’ll do their own
review also. So I don’t see a, you know, aspersions cast upon the Committee because we
kind of like sent both because we’re not sure what we’re going to do. I believe that, you
know, I certainly support this project. I think we need a senior housing project in
Kahului more in the area, more in all of our communities actually, and I think Ms. Lee
can attest to that, that fact that we need more of this in each of our communities. So I
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think we can . . . I’ll speak up at the Council meeting and rally around if we so desire to
do so. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Member Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair and, you know, I apologize because I
was thinking we did have five members here. But I, too, am very supportive of the
project and even of the controversial, if you want to call it that, or let’s say the
component that is not part of the application according to Corporation Counsel which
would be the housing offices because, you know, time is of the essence and if we can get
any kind of Federal funding to help us construct additional kinds of facilities to relieve
some of the congestion and actually be in areas where we’re serving many members of
the public, I’'m supportive of both components. But anyway, I will be supporting this at
the Council level and I’ll certainly be supporting this measure at least with what’s going
forward today. Thank you.

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Ms. Johnson. Members, we’ve got a motion on the floor. All
those in favor say aye? Oppose.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Johnson, Pontanilla, Tavares and Chair
Mateo.
NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Hokama.

MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: DISCHARGE the Committee from further consideration of the resolutions
by Committee Report

CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. Members, are there any announcements? The Chair
would just like to remind the Committee Members of our Land Use meeting this
afternoon. And the Chair would also like to wish my staff, Tina Thompson, a Happy
Birthday. To all of you Members, thank you for the very productive session we had this
morning. The Housing and Human Services Committee meeting for November 16, 2005,
is adjourned.

ADJOURNED: 11:08 a.m.
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